Statement on Ballot Instructions

On November 2, New York City voters will vote using
a paper ballot and optical scanner. To vote for a
candidate whose name appears on the paper ballot,
voters need to fill in the oval that appears within the
voting square for that candidate.

To ensure that all voters are comfortable and
confident using the new voting system, the Board of
Elections in the City of New York is placing in every
privacy booth at all poll sites, instructions that inform
voters that they need to fill in the oval below the
candidate name they wish to vote for. The Board is
also reinforcing instructions on how to correctly fill out
the paper ballot by highlighting this information in
upcoming newspaper advertisements and by
producing a detailed instructional voter palm card
which includes a photo of a correctly marked oval.
This palm card will be distributed at every poll site on
Election Day and will also be available shortly on the
Board’s website.



